A Psycho-Cognitive Study of ** Dafater al-Warraq''and **Neshij-

al-Doodook" in the Light of Van Dijk's Theory of Critical

Discourse Analysis

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received
Revised
Accepted
Published online

Keywords:
Dafater al-Warraq
symbolic elites
Van Dijk

episodic memory
Communism

Van Dijk considers the context as subjective. He contends ideology, mental and
subjective representations or the psychology of discourse play a role in the
production of ideologies and knowledge resulting in producing discourse by
speakers, writers, power holders, and others. Jalal Barjas was influenced by the
context, events, mental representations, and his life experiences, producing
through his novel, "Dafater al-Warraq" several discourses inevitably
contributing to the production and consolidation of knowledge among the
recipients. The researchers followed the critical approach within Teun Van
Dijk’s theory of critical discourse analysis. Following the study conducted in the
novel "Dafater al-Warraq" and Jalal Barjas's biography entitled “"Neshij-al-
Doodook", we noticed that Barjas employed his personal experiences and beliefs
through what he called (atmospheric noise) in "Neshij al-Doodook" and (voice)
in "Dafater al-Warraq", making his own discourse through them, which became
his voice to oppose poverty and corruption of governments, officials and their
sons. We explained how Barjas criticized the censorship exercised by
governments on civil, military and cultural systems, experienced in his
professional and personal life. We found in the "Dafater al-Warragq" and
"Neshij-al-Doodook™ many sentences, and lexicons revealing his love for
tradition and resentment of modernity. We noted that his ideas and communist
upbringing brought about a communist intellectual tendency, clearly touched in
the "Dafater al-Warrag". He employed literature and the heroes of the most
famous international novels, to create discourse and influence on the individual
and society by impersonating the heroes fulfilling the role assigned to him.
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