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Most critical studies, including historical, psychological, and even
structuralism schools, have traditionally focused on the author and the text,
considering the reader’s participation in the process of understanding and
evaluating a literary work as irrelevant or superfluous. Amal Dunqul’s
poem "Al-Buka’ Bayna Yaday al-Hamama," written against the historical
and cultural backdrop of his era, exemplifiesythe,interaction between the
text and the reader’s historical and cultural identitysin light of reception
theory. The implied reader is realized through Dunqul’s\choice of a reader
endowed with cultural and political awareness;was« references such as
"Zarqa’ al-Yamama"—a symbol of‘eolective conscience—and allusions to
political hypocrisy require a cultured reader who.cemprehends the historical
and social context of the text. Furthermore, théspoet creates semantic gaps
and contradictions, such asithe indirecticeference to the "sacred prophetess”
or the simile "rats licking“frommy blood their soup," which demand that the
reader employ personal experience and cultural knowledge to fill in
meanings and interpret poeticy, symbols. Moreover, the poet invokes
historical and legendary ¢figures(like Zarqa’ al-Yamama and Antarah ibn
Shaddad, inviting thesreader 40 connect past and present and to understand
the contradictionspand metaphers embedded in the poem. By addressing
himself as a wounded persona and depicting scenes of destruction,
suffering, and captive women, Amal Dunqul shifts between multiple
perspectives, entrusting the reader with the coordination of images and the
construction of,a coherent vision of the text.
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