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In literary analysis, the implicit reader is an integral part of the textual structure.
Literary texts anticipate a reader and prepare them for their role, yet this reader is
not confined by any external context or specific literary theory. This concept was
introduced by the German thinker Wolfgang Iser. Iser moved beyond the
established categories of readers in contemporary literary theory and built his
reception theory on the concept of the implicit reader as a transcendent model.
This model shows how a text produces effects and generates meanings, and how it
can be described through its recipients. It assigns the recipient a central role in
meaning construction; only when the literary work interacts with the reader does it
achieve full embodiment. In this article, we adopted a descriptive-analytical
approach, focusing on the strategies of the implicit reader while analyzing two
novels by the Iragi author Saad Mohammed Rahim: The Murder of the Book
Seller and The Twilight of the Cranes. His novels are exceptional in both literary
and artistic terms. The study revealed that Saad Mohammed Rahim does not
always address the reader directly. His presence is recorded indirectly through
second-person pronouns, scenes that challenge the reader’s expectations, and
numerous extratextual experiences. Rahim uses both silent and vocal signs—
pronouns, direct addresses to the reader, character dialogues, marginal notes, and
explanations—all of which affirm the presence of the implicit reader in his
narratives.
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