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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

. Time is a fundamental element in the structure of Arabic verbs, serving as the
Avrticle type: clearest indicator of semantic and temporal shifts in poetic discourse. While
Research Article linguistic context defines the temporal meaning of verbs, the pragmatic context

reshapes their significance, extending beyond linguistic structure to symbolic
dimensions by focusing on non-linguistic factors like social and political
. . . conditions. This underscores the importance of studying time in the poetry of Iraqi
AI’tI_C|e History: poet Ahmed Matar, who uses verbs as dynamic tools to mirror his people’s
Recglved: 12 De'cember 2024 suffering under oppression. Employing an analytical approach, this study links
Revised: 08 April 2025 verbal structures to their contexts, emphasizing pragmatic analysis to connect
Accepted: 17 February 2026 language with social reality. It examines how non-linguistic factors-such as
Published Online: 10 March 2026 political and social circumstances-reshape the meanings of past and present tenses

in Matar’s work. Key findings reveal that past-tense verbs symbolize the

inevitability of entrenched tyranny, while present-tense verbs either reinforce

Keywords: ongoing repression or inspire popular resistance. The study also highlights that
Ahmad Matar, Matar transforms verbs from mere temporal markers into symbolic language
Verbal Structure, reflecting the Iraqi people’s struggle against authority.

Temporal Meaning,
Pragmatic Context.
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