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The poem "They" by Muhammad Abdul Bari represents a poetic experience in
which symbolism intertwines with Sufism. It is built on imagery and semantic
dimensions, combining traditional, religious, and existential references, making it
a poem that transcends direct interpretation to levels of meaning specific to the
reader. The research presents an analytical reading of the poem based on the
strategies of Hans Robert Jauss and its renewed perceptions with each reading.
The study, which combines descriptive and analytical tools, aesthetic reception
mechanisms, and textual interpretation, reveals multiple foundations for
interaction with the reader in the poem, characterized by a succession of complex
images and textual gaps that prompt the reader to reshape their expectations,
widening the gap between what the reader expects and what the text offers, within
a series of shifts that create a rich aesthetic experience. The dialogical structure of
the text evokes implicit questions, the reader participating in answering them by
drawing on their own cultural and religious experiences. Meanwhile, the text
integrates its symbolic horizon with the horizons of previous readers, whereby
place, time, and characters remain intentionally ambiguous, opening the way for
diverse readings. The poem stands out as a model of contemporary Arabic poetry
based on deep symbolism and semantic openness. Meaning is presented in the text
in a way that keeps it shifting in light of diverse readings, making it a vibrant
aesthetic and cognitive experience, and the reader becomes an integral part of
shaping its meanings.
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