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Time constitutes an essential component of narrative structures and the historical
framing of the events of the story, because it has a cohesive role and provides a
vivid image in the text through multiple effective and stimulating times to evoke
memory through skillful imaginative power. The skilled novelist makes good use
of time and its narrative techniques in a way that sharpens his creative energies
and artistic images through the bonds of temporal connection and mental
transmission that occur through imagination and recollection. The Iragi novelist
Musa Ghafel Al-Shatri is a master who employs narrative time in a skillful way,
which is evident in most of his published narratives, especially those whose events
are linked to historical facts and social circumstances resulting from successive
times that had the deepest impact on shaping lived reality. Through its descriptive
and analytical approach, this article aims to reveal how the writer uses the element
of time in his novel The Black Sapphire and identify its semantic implications.
Among the main findings of this study is the fact that Al-Shatri, with remarkable
artistic mastery, recalls time at its appropriate occasion and necessary
circumstance, based on his approach to writing short stories based on
interpretation, and his interest in the writing style characterized by symbolism and
ambiguity. Therefore, it is certain that the recipient will make every effort to
dispel the mysterious symbolism from the text to comprehend the writer’s speech
and understand his literary product, which is committed to the cause of the
destitute and persecuted human being struggling for a decent human life.
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