University of Tehran Press

Ebn-Almogaffa in Narrative and Poetry

Online ISSN: 3092-6475
Home Page: https://jal-Ig.ut.ac.ir

A Critical Discourse Analysis of Gha’ib Tu‘mah Farman's Novel ""Khamsat
Aswat" (Five Voices) in Light of Norman Fairclough's Theory

Ali Khoshgoftar*

| Abbas Ganjali®”

| Sayyed Mahdi Nori Keyzoghani®

1. Ph.D Student, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Hakim Sabzevari University, Sabzevar, Iran. Email:

ali.khoshgoftar@outlook.com

2. Corresponding Author, Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Hakim Sabzevari University,

Sabzevar, Iran. Email: a.ganjali@hsu.ac.ir

3. Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Hakim Sabzevari University, Sabzevar, Iran. Email:

sm.nori@hsu.ac.ir

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Avrticle History:

Received: 09 May 2025

Revised: 20 October 2025
Accepted: 17 February 2026
Published Online: 10 March 2026

Keywords:

Critical Discourse Analysis,
Norman Fairclough,

Five Voices,

Gha’ib Tu‘mah Farman
Iragi Novel.

Norman Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) framework stands as one
of the most prominent and comprehensive theories in literary criticism, valued for
its efficacy in deconstructing the intricate relationships between textual structures
and societal power dynamics. This theory operates on three interconnected levels:
description (textual analysis), interpretation (processing analysis), and explanation
(social analysis). Applying this tripartite model, this study offers a systematic
analysis of Gha’ib Tu‘mah Farman's novel "Five Voices," a seminal work of Iraqi
realism from the mid-twentieth century. The novel serves as a critical lens into the
socio-political landscape of 1950s Iraq, giving voice to marginalized intellectuals
and depicting the pervasive social strife of the era. Utilizing a descriptive-
analytical method, this research examines how the novel's discursive strategies
embody the tensions of its historical context. The findings reveal that Farman
employs specific linguistic mechanisms—such as strategic repetition, lexical
contrasts, and the integration of colloquial language—to vividly portray a society
marked by discrimination and chaos. Furthermore, the analysis demonstrates that
a complex discourse of protest, defiance, and fragile hope emerges from the
dialectical interplay between a restive civil society and a political establishment
that systematically dismantles opportunities for meaningful change. This study
concludes that "Five Voices" functions not only as a literary narrative but also as a
potent social document, whose discursive fabric is critically illuminated through
the application of Fairclough's theoretical approach.
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