Ebn-Almogaffa in Narrative and Poetry  onine issn: 3092-6475

University of Tehran Press

Home Page: https://jal-lg.ut.ac.ir

Identity Formations in the Third Space
A Comparative Study of Hybridization Mechanisms in A Girl in Paris and

Kamal Baghjari”

Brooklyn Heights

| Naser Ghasemi Rezve® ) | Zahra Radhi Makki Alsaray®

1. Corresponding Author, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, University of Tehran, Iran. E-mail:

kbaghjeri@ut.ac.ir

2. Department of Arabic Language and Literature, University of Tehran, Iran. E-mail: naserghasemi@ut.ac.ir
3. Department of Arabic Language and Literature, University of Tehran, Iran. E-mail: zhraazhrea@gmail.com

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle History:

Received: 20 December 2025
Revised: 25 March 2026
Accepted: 30 May 2026
Published Online: 13 June 2026

Keywords:
Hybridity,
Brooklyn Heights,
Third Space,
Homi Bhabha,

A Girl in Paris.

Homi Bhabha's concepts of hybridity and the third space constitute a fundamental
tool for understanding the negotiation of competing cultural identities in the
context of migration and exile, where the third space is defined as a hybrid realm
that generates a new, transformative, and resistant identity, leading to an exit from
cultural and ideological stagnation toward productive hybrid creativity. This study
employs these concepts through a postcolonial and feminist methodology to
compare two novels. The research problem lies in comparing Shusha Gobi's A
Girl in Paris (1970s, France) and Miral al-Tahawi's Brooklyn Heights
(contemporary era, America), selected to represent two distinct migrant
experiences in separate temporal and spatial contexts, as laboratories for the
formation of women's hybrid identity in exile. The analysis confirms that Gobi
achieves rapid and productive hybridization thanks to her early age, distinguished
cultural background, and linguistic and financial capital, across fields of literature,
music, philosophy, politics, and gender; whereas Hind suffers stumbling and delay
due to linguistic barriers, excessive nostalgia, burdens of motherhood, and
poverty, transforming exile into a survival war with no space for hybrid
negotiation. This highlights that the third space is not an inevitable fate but a
conditional possibility dependent on intersecting variables.
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