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This research seeks to study the intellectual backgroundsiinthe literature of Abu al-‘Ala’ al-
Ma‘arr1 through an analytical approach based on Notman Fairclough’s theory of Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA). Al-Ma‘arriis consideréd one of the most prominent intellectual
figures in the Arab heritage due to his prefoundghilosophical thought and critical tendency,
which enabled his texts to transcend the aesthetic dimension towards a broader intellectual
and epistemolegical horizon. Thefsignificance of this study lies in revealing how reason is
manifested in higliteraturgfasa critical discourse that re-examines humanity, society, and
cultural and religious heritage.

The study isvoased,on the“hyp@thesis that al-Ma‘ar’s texts are founded upon a coherent
intellectual systemymanifested in his philesophical reflections, his critique of social and
religious norms, andhhisethical vision of existence. The research also highlights the role of
language and rhetarical imagery in constructing this rational discourse, as vocabulary and
artistic structuresdoecome tools for producing knowledge and expressing intellectual and
ideological ‘p@sitions.

The study examings, the intellectual roots that influenced al-Ma‘arr1, beginning with the pre-
Islamic heritage that provided him with a sense of wisdom, passing through Mu ‘tazilite and
thelogical thought, which emphasized the authority of reason, and extending to Greek

\Ehilosophy that entered Arab culture through translation. It also considers the impact of his

ersonal experience and intellectual isolation in shaping his critical vision. These
backgrounds contributed to directing his texts towards questioning social and cultural
realities and making reason a central axis for understanding humanity and existence.

The study concludes that al-Maarri’s literature represents an advanced model of rational
discourse in the Arab heritage, where poetry intersects with philosophy and social criticism,
and where the literary text becomes a means of producing awareness and knowledge rather
than merely a tool for aesthetic expression.
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