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Abstract

N\
Among the bilingual compositions of Hafez of Shiraz, the second couplet of Ghazal 303,
according to the edition by Mohammad Ghazvini and Qasem Ghani, reads: Ahadiyan
bejamal-e habib gef va anzel/Ke nist sabr-e jamilam ze estiyaq-e jamal. The present study
aims to examine the various lexical and semantic aspects of this couplet. To this end, the
textual variants of the couplet in different editions of Hafez’s Divan were analyzed, and a
single authoritative reading was adopted. The diverse readings and meanings in this
preferred version are explained with reference to the capacities of the Arabic language,
such as the variation of vowel marks and sukun, types of vocatives, fronting and
postponement, and the semantic potential of prepositions. The research employs a
descriptive-analytical method with a text-centered approach. It is evident that the Arabic



verse embedded within the Persian ghazal, composed of simple vocabulary and syntactic
structures, reflects an Iranian literary adaptation. The linguistic subtleties present in this
verse concretely demonstrate that this Hafezian molamma‘—Ilike his Persian couplets—is
characteristic of Hafez’s style and steeped in artistic ambiguity, allowing an Iranian reader
to interpret it in multiple ways, each of which is linguistically justifiable.

Keywords: Ahadiyan bejamal al-habib qif wa anzel, ambiguous readings,

molamma * (bilingual) verse, Hafez of Shiraz \




