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This study examines techniquesy of temporal manipulation in Arabic and
Persian short stories through two prominent literary figures: the Iraqi
writer Mohammed Khudayyr ahd the Iranian writer Ahmad Mahmoud.
Time constitutes a central artistic and linguistic element in the construction
of narrative, as Ity connects’ ‘events and reveals the motivations of
characters. The ‘study  focuses on the disruption of the chronological
sequence @f events, that is, the discrepancy between their order in story
time and their ordef™in narrative time. It also examines the role of analepsis
(retrospection), land prolepsis (anticipation) in shaping the narrative text
and engaging = the reader intellectually and emotionally. The analysis
demonstrates, ‘that Khudayyr relies on external analepsis to portray aspects
of social culture by blending reality and imagination, while employing
external prolepsis to create ambiguity and suspense. Mahmoud, by
contrast, primarily employs internal analepsis to explore the psychological
and social dimensions of his characters, while using internal prolepsis as a
clear foreshadowing device within a coherent narrative structure. These
techniques contribute to the aesthetic and semantic richness of the
narrative text and renew the reading experience, while highlighting the
cultural and stylistic differences between Arabic and Persian literatures.
The study concludes that both writers employ temporal anachrony as an



effective device for intensifying meaning and revealing the depth of their
characters, thereby enhancing the reader’s engagement with the text.
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