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Document Patterns and the Unveiling of the Concealed in Iraqi
Metafiction: Mukhayyam al-Muwarikah, The Lamps of Jerusalem, and The
Road to Tell al-Mutran as Case Studies

Abstract

This study deal with the documentary forms in Iragi metafiction after 2003,
examining their role in constructing narratives of revelation and exposing the
political, social, cultural, and religious dimensions concealed within the novelistic
text.. To achieve its objectives, the study employs narratological and cultural
approaches, together with a metafictional framework, to analyze \the relationship
between documentary discourse, power, and revelatory narratien in three
contemporary Iraqi novels: Mukhayyam al-Muwarikah by Jaber Khalifa“Jaber, 7he
Lamps of Jerusalem by Ali Badr, and 7he Road to Tell al-Mutran, also by Ali Badr.
The theoretical framework examines the concepts of the dqcument, power,
revelatory narrative, and metafiction as essential analytical" foundations for
understanding the operation of documentary forms withinAfictional discourse.The
findings demonstrate that the document in the contemporary‘Iragi novel is no longer
merely a referential device; rather, it has evolved . ihto a counter-archive that
challenges official discourse by recovering marginalized voices, uncovering silenced
histories, and reconstructing both individual®and collective memory. The study
further reveals that diverse doeumentary'‘\forms—including manuscripts, letters,
archives, testimonies, and visual doecuments—play a pivotal role in shaping the
novels' metafictional consciousnessand in"interrogating the relationship between
history, fiction, and narrative truth. Moreover, the findings indicate that post-2003
Iraqi fiction strategically employs\documentary forms as epistemological and
aesthetic instruments, for producihg counter-narratives that contest dominant
historical and cultural discourses, thereby reinforcing the prominence of metafiction
and narratives of revelatiQn within the contemporary Iragi novel.

Keywords: Document; Metafiction; Iraqgi Novel; Jaber Khalifa Jaber; Ali Badr.
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