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Artistic Anticipations of Modern Narrative in Saadi “Shirazi as an
Approach to Understanding His Global Standing: An Analyt{cal Study of
Three Tales from Golestan as a Model \

Abstract \

A select group of prominent scholars, led by Professors Abdolhossein
Zarrinkoub and Jalal Sattari, posit that Golestan'(The Rose Garden) by the
brilliant poet Saadi Shirazi was translated for the first time in France in
1634. According to data fromthe Sackdi Shirazi Encyclopedia (Farhang-e
Sa'di Shenasi) published in Faks Province, Iran, Saadi’s literature left a
profound impact on leading French scholars and writers such as Voltaire
and Diderot. This influence{extended to the contributors of the
Encyclopédie duringsthe Age of Enlightenment, ultimately reaching post-
French Revolution pio\neers of fiction like Victor Hugo and André Gide.

The core'problem®f this study lies in exploring the secret behind the
global appeal of the Golestan tales, investigating the extent to which
these clasiical texts harbored narrative techniques that were ahead of
their time and aligned with the spirit of modern narration. To achieve this
objectivej the study adopts a critical analytical approach that intertwines
the tracking of narrative dynamics with the historical dimension of
reception culture. This approach aims to shed light on the secret behind
Saadi Shirazi’s widespread popularity and his lofty stature in both Persian
and world literature.

The research examines three selected tales from Golestan, analyzing both
their thematic and formal dimensions. It draws upon concepts of
narrative criticism, particularly the frameworks of Shlomith Rimmon-
Kenan and Robert McKee in deconstructing plot and event, alongside the



insights of Mikhail Bakhtin and Tzvetan Todorov in understanding textual
dialogism and characterization. This endeavor seeks to uncover the
reasons that led global writers to appreciate and celebrate Saadi’s
literature throughout history. Ultimately, the study concludes that Saadi's
extraordinary ability to construct a cohesive narrative architecture—
grounded in causal plots and vivid dialogues that expose the inner depths
of the psyche—is the decisive factor that captivates receptors and leaves
a profound impact on them. Thus, the primary contribution of this paper
lies in offering a contemporary reading of Saadi Shirazi's methods of
storytelling and narrative construction.

Keywords: Saadi Shirazi, Golestan, Narrative Analysis, CausaI\PIot, Artistic
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