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Abstract y

This study is as?d on John Searle's Speech Act Theory, which regards
language as a performative act capable of shaping social, political, and
religious realities rather than merely conveying meaning. It offers a pragmatic
reading of’ al-Kumayt ibn Zayd al-Asadi's Ba'iyyah, highlighting its
argumentative structure and its role within a politically and ideologically
charged context. The poem is examined as a discourse in which language,
power, identity, and ideology interact .The study aims to analyze how al-
Kumayt employs Searle's categories of speech acts—assertive, commissive,
declarative, expressive, and directive—to construct his political and
ideological position and to transform the poem into a persuasive discourse
that influences the audience. Using a descriptive-analytical approach within
a pragmatic framework, selected verses are analyzed to identify the functions
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of speech acts in meaning construction, argumentation, and audience
guidance. The study also explores how rhetorical devices reinforce the
performative force of these speech acts .The findings show that rhetorical
devices such as simile, interrogation, and parenthetical objection strengthen
the illocutionary force and persuasive impact of the poem, demonstrating the
close integration of rhetoric and pragmatics in serving al-Kumayt's
ideological vision. The study concludes that Ba'iyyah is not merely a literary
work but a pragmatic and argumentative discourse that reflects'sophisticated
linguistic strategy, highlighting the central role of speech, acts in
understanding the dynamics of classical Arabic poetic discoursQ

Keywords: John Searle, Speech Acts, al-Kumayt ibn\Zayd al-Asadr;
Ba’iyyah of al-Kumayt.
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