Arabic Language & Literature https:// journals.ut.ac.ir/
Vol. 17, No. 2, Summer 2021 Print ISSN: 1735-9767
Manuscript Type: Research Article Online ISSN: 2423-6187

DOI: 10.22059/jal-19.2020.312342.1085

The Influence of Percy Bysshe Shelley’s Poetry on Badr
Shakir Al- Sayyab “The Blind Prostitute”

Mohsen Heydaribeni', Sardar Aslani®", Hossein Pirnajmuddin®

1. PHD Candidate, Department of Arabic language and literature, University of
Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran
2. Associate Professor, Department of Arabic language and literature, University of
Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran
3. Associate Professor, Department of English language and literature,
University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran

(Received: October,26, 2020; Accepted: February,25, 2021)

Abstract

Badr Shakir Al-Sayyab displays new techniques in “The Blind Prostitute,” a poem
which incorporates different myths and symbols for illustrating a people's suffering,
especially the doubly-oppressed women. In this essay we argue that Al-Sayyab
derives some literary materials from Shelley’s poetry, especially his translation into
poetical English of Goethe’s lyrical play Faust as well as his “On the Medusa of
Leonardo Da Vinci.” What substantiates the idea that Al-Sayyab is influenced by
these two works by Shelley is his inspiration by Shelley’s poetry and character
generally. The significance of this argument comes from a comparative studies’
approach and the importance of national consciousness. Besides, it sets the
boundaries of cultural heritage. Moreover, finding the sources of these influences
helps the reader to grasp the profound connotations of the words. The theoretical
framework of the essay is comparative studies. Drawing on insights from the French
school of comparative studies, we describe and analyze the themes, images,
mythological figurations and symbols in “The Blind Prostitute.” We concluded that
though Al-Sayyab has used various literary elements from Shelley’s works, he has
created a new poem which is pertinent to the environment and the problems existing
at the time in Iraq.
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A lifeless idol; with its numbing look./ It freezes up the blood of man; and they/

Who meet its ghastly stare are turned to/stone, / Like those who saw
Medusa.(Shelley, 1901: p.544)
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Whilst in the air a ghastly bat, bereft/ Of sense, has flitted with a mad surprise/
Out of the cave this hideous light had/ cleft . (Shelly, 1901, p. 370, 1V, 43-45)
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Alternating Elysian brightness/ With deep and dreadful night.(Shelley, 1901: p. 538)
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Even now a city stands, strong, fair, and/ free; / Now stench and blackness yawn,

like death./ Oh, plead/ With famine, or wind-walking pestilence,/ Blind lightning, or
the deaf sea, not with/ man.(Shelley,1901 , p. 251,V 105-108)
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The fiery-visaged firmament expressed/ Abhorrence, and the grave of Nature/
Yawned/ To swallow all the dauntless and the good. (Shelley, 1901: p. 22, 87-89)
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1. Queen Mab
2. Sphinex
3. Thebes
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Although a subtler Sphinx renew/ Riddles of death Thebes never knew. (Shelley,
1901: p. 382, 1082-1083)
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Muse, sing the deeds of golden Aphrodite,/ Who wakens with her smile the

lulled/ Delight/ Of sweet desire, taming the eternal kings/ Of Heaven, and men, and
all the living Things.(Shelley, 1901: p. 503, 1-4)
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1. Homer’s Hymen to Venus
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A melancholy light, like the red dawn,/Shoots from the lowest gorge of the
abyss/Of mountains.( ibid, p. 541)
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[After a taper; and the midnight sky/ Flares, a light more dread than obscurity.
(ibid, p. 370, 48-49)
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And now it winds, one torrent of broad/light./Through the far valley, with a
hundred veins. (ibid , p. 541)
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The airs hiss and howl./It is not the voice of the fountain,/ Nor the wolf in his
midnight prowl.(Shelley, 1901 , p. 542)
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By ebbhing night into her western cave./ When she upsprings from interlunar
dreams; (ibid , p. 200, 1V, 208)
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The earliest dweller of the world alone/Stood on the verge of chaos. Lo ! afar/
O'er the wide wild abyss two meteors/shone.(Shelley, 1901, p. 55, XXVI 260-263)
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1. Prometheus Unbound
2. The Revolt of Islam
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By innocent and healthy lips; no jewel,/ The price of an abandoned maiden's
shame.(Shelley, 1901, p. 544)
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How Mammon glows among the mountains. (Shelley, 1901: p. 541)
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1. Mammon
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Athens, and Tyre, and Balbec, and the/ Waste/ Where stood Jerusalem, the fallen
towers/ Of Babylon, the eternal pyramids,/ Memphis and Thebes, and whatsoe'er of

strange,/ Sculptured on alabaster obelisk/ Or jasper tomb or mutilated
sphinx,.(Shelley,1901 ,pp. 31 ,109-115)
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She with apples you desired/From Paradise came long ago;/With joy | feel that,
if required,/Such still within my garden grow .(Shelley,1901, p. 454)
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Like my old paramour, the famous Snake. (Shelley, 1901, p. 539)
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