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In his interactional model, Greimas identifies six roles or interactants (actors) as the
basis of the narrative, which form three interconnected pairs, taking into account the
contrasts, contradictions, and oppositions present in the text. These six interacting
parties are: the agent/target, the sender/receiver, and the helper/inhibitor. Some of
these interacting elements are human beings, some are passive beings (beings that do
not reproduce), and some are concepts. This powerful model by Greimas helps the
reader follow the actions of different actors, understand the actors' goals, and clearly
observe the influence of other actors in achieving or failing their goals. In this article,
the relationships between the characters of the epistle “Al-Sahel and Al-Shahej” by
Abu Al-Ala Al-Ma’arri (363-449 AH) were addressed, relying on the descriptive and
analytical approach derived from Greimas’s interactive model. The result showed
that Abu al-Ala al-Ma'arri chose the style of dialogue and giving human life to things
in this letter, and for this reason, the letter became dramatic, in which animals
represent the characters of the letter and talk about the human world. The main
purpose of Abu al-Ala al-Ma‘arri in this letter, in which he is the actor in the role of
"Shahhaj", is to express his opinion and superiority in prosody and grammar to the
scholars and poets of Aziz al-Dawla's court to impress and surprise them, and this
was achieved by using the dialogue style in the language of animals for a literary
work.
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